Moderator/Panelist Biographies
6pm:

Chuck Slavin

Six years ago, actor Chuck Slavin took off for Hollywood with a high school pal, determined to break into movies. He returned, broke, six months later, having achieved one second of small screen time pushing a gurney down a hallway in the TV show, “Six Feet Under.”

“Needless to say, when I came back here, I felt defeated,” said Slavin, who grew up in Pembroke and now lives in Weymouth. “My friend is still out there, but the irony is, he’s not working as much as I am. All the movies are coming out here.”

Slavin, 28, has hitched his star to almost every recent film project coming through Boston, including “The Departed,” “Game Plan,” “21,” “The Lonely Maiden” and “Pink Panther II.” His current project is “Ghosts of Girlfriends Past,” starring Matthew McConaughey.

Slavin is one of the few local actors working full time, but he believes that would change if a modern studio complex were built at SouthField in South Weymouth. The former naval air base is one of several sites that have been suggested to movie industry executives interested in building a regional studio.

Slavin is part of “the New England film movement,” a network of actors and production workers trying to raise awareness of local talent and opportunities in the movie industry. On his website and through a Facebook group, he urges colleagues to make their voices heard on laws that would affect plans for a local production studio.

Slavin provides links to published articles about the studio proposals and e-mail address links for local and state legislators on his website at www.chuckslavin.com.


It was on the set of “The Departed” that Slavin first met casting director Jodi Purdy-Quinlan of Weymouth.

Slavin’s movie roles haven’t been glamorous, but they are paying the bills: a museum guard with a funny mustache in “The Lonely Maiden”; a wedding guest in “Ghosts of Girlfriends Past”; Andy Garcia’s stand-in for “Pink Panther II.”

The added bonus for him is the chance to observe up close the making of major motion pictures and the techniques of such actors as Christopher Walken, Morgan Freeman, William H. Macy, Steve Martin and John Cleese.

Slavin is working on both sides of the camera now producing short films. His comedy, “The Clueless Guy,” is being edited into a ten-minute film he plans to broadcast on the web to showcase local acting and production talent. He is co-writing a horror film to shoot later this summer.

In addition to his steady work as a movie extra, Slavin currently appears as an auto mechanic in a commercial for Porter & Chester Institute.

Marty Lang
Marty Lang is an award-winning filmmaker, professor and journalist. A 2004 graduate of the Florida State University Graduate Film Conservatory, he produced the Student Academy Award-winning comedy "The Plunge" and the 2006 Best Short Oscar qualifier "Fields of Mudan." Since graduating, Lang has produced the satire "Being Michael Madsen," starring Michael Madsen, Virginia Madsen, David Carradine, Daryl Hannah and Lacey Chabert, the supernatural drama "The Other Side of the Tracks," starring Brendan Fehr, Tania Raymonde and Shirley Knight, and the vampire thriller "Fog Warning."

Lang has also been a leader in film education in Connecticut. An adjunct professor of Film, Video and Interactive Media at Quinnipiac University since 2005, Lang has been the Assistant Director of the Connecticut Film Industry Training Program since 2008. He is the Educational Director of the Connecticut Film Festival, and is a co-founder of Future Filmmakers of Connecticut, a lobbying group representing state-based independent filmmakers, as well as Connecticut high school and college students.
Lang will be making his feature writing/directing debut with the comedy/drama "Rising Star," set to shoot in Hartford in October 2010, and is producing the feature comedy "Hurley Antics: 101," set to shoot in Stamford this year.
Nancy Anstey
Nancy, the Executive Director of the Farmington Valley Visitors Association and the Co-Chair of the Farmington Valley Film Commission, was introduced to the entertainment industry through performing on stage and working behind the scenes in Community Theater for 9 years. For the past 12 years, she’s been involved in tourism, promoting the Farmington Valley to visitors, residents, families and businesses wishing to relocate to CT. She’s always looking for innovative ways to bring people and commerce into the Valley. After learning about the new 30% film tax credit offered by the State of Connecticut from Liz Banco, Co-Chair of the Simsbury Tourism Committee, a collaboration was born. The Farmington Valley Film Commission was created to organize a volunteer group whose mission is to promote the Farmington Valley as a desirable location for the production of film, television, commercials and advertising.
7pm:
George Norfleet

George Norfleet is the director of Connecticut’s Department of Economic and Community Development’s Office of Film, Television and Digital Media. He began his professional career in advertising before segueing into commercial and then feature film production. Along with his extensive management and feature film production experience, George is also a published writer having written articles on both the film and music industries. As the film office director, George oversees all of the office's programs and operations and focuses the Department's resources on marketing Connecticut as a potential locale for filming movies, television shows, series, commercials, music videos and all forms of digital media. 

Doug McAward
After graduating from New York Institute of Technology in 1979 with a BA in Communications, Doug went right to work in the television commercial business.  Four years later he started his own production company, McAward Productions, Inc., in New York City.  In 1988 he moved to Connecticut to take over a special effects studio/production company and expand its roster from a single director to six.

As an independent producer and director, Doug has credits with clients such as AT&T, Pepsi-Cola, Coca-Cola, General Electric, Avon, Toyota, Texaco, Playtex, GoodYear Tires, Bayada Nurses, Jaguar, General Motors, Make-A-Wish Foundation, CT State Lottery, Holiday Inn, Movado Watches, Sears, Food & Wine Magazine, Showtime, Canon Copiers, Dow-United Technologies, Travelers Insurance, Casey Family Services and many others.

In 1990 Doug was elected to the Executive Council of the Connecticut Association of Production Professionals (CAPP.), an industry trade organization that represented 150 businesses and individuals in the film, video and media industries in Connecticut.  This led to an eleven year stint as a member of the Connecticut Film Commission, the last eight years as Chairman.  Doug went on to author and successfully lobby for numerous pieces of legislation designed to benefit the film, television and audio industries in Connecticut including the 2006 legislation that created the 30% tax credit program that has generated over $800 million of new television and film production in the state.

In 1995, Doug became actively involved in the development and production of interactive television applications and has been instrumental in the start-up of it(; where he went on to produce countless interactive interstitials for local newscasts in numerous markets.  He also served as producer on the first interactive game show pilot, Eggheads.  

In 1998 Doug started a long term Hi-Definition TV project and soon discovered that conventional makeup and its’ application methods had not evolved with the advancements in this technology. Doug teamed up with makeup artist, Sheila McKenna and over the next few years developed Kett Cosmetics, the first airbrush makeup designed in front of Hi-Def cameras.  Kett Cosmetics is now the preferred makeup for CNN, FOX News, Miss USA Pageant, The View, WWE, YES Network and scores of local news stations, television programs and feature films.

Doug has been the recipient of the Gold Medal at the Houston Film Festival, The Silver Medal at the Chicago Film Festival as well as The Matrix Award and is a member of the Director's Guild of America.
Senator Gary LeBeau

First elected as a State Representative to the Connecticut General Assembly from East Hartford in 1990, and subsequently elected to the state Senate in 1996, Gary LeBeau currently serves as the Senate Chair of the Commerce Committee and member of the Transportation, Finance, Revenue and Bonding and Legislative Management Committees.  

 

Senator LeBeau is fortunate to represent a diverse district that includes the great towns of East Hartford, East Windsor, Ellington and South Windsor , Connecticut .  He is known for his unflagging devotion to the growth of Connecticut businesses and industries; tax credits for job creation; major investments in biotechnology, stem cell research and alternative energies such as fuel cells; and linking the research departments of various state institutions of higher learning with start-up, high-technology firms.

 

This past legislative session, Senator LeBeau ’s foresight and devotion reached critical mass in the Connecticut General Assembly, as he successfully led a bipartisan effort for passage of an unprecedented, comprehensive pro-jobs and economic development package enacted this past May.

 

Senator LeBeau’s leadership on this legislation was recently lauded by state Senate Majority Leader Martin Looney (D-New Haven) when he said:  “Your many years of vision and advocacy came to fruition this year.”

 

Originally born and raised in East Hampton , MA , Senator LeBeau is a former public school teacher for 36 years, and is now retired.  He lives with his wife Joanne, their three children Kara, Matthew and Christopher, and their chocolate Labrador Retriever “Hershey.”
Alec Asten

Alec’s fascination for captivating stories with moving images evolved at the age of ten, when he mastered his family's Bell & Howell 8mm camera. He used to entertain kids in the neighborhood by screening some of his epic creations where he would film his friends blowing up model boats and dinosaurs.

Later he enrolled at the University of Bridgeport's Department of Cinema and Television. His senior thesis film “Justice”, received numerous awards worldwide, including the audience award at The Canadian International Film Festival and the Berlin Film Festival. 
Following graduation in 1990, he was appointed adjunct faculty and was given the opportunity to introduce first year film students to the basics of 35mm and 16mm production and post production.
In 1992 he moved north to Rockport, Maine to serve as an instructor and manger of the Post Production Department for the International Film & Television Workshops. For several years he taught courses at as an AVID Certified Instructor, and spent his winters directing and editing a variety of corporate projects and recruitment videos in New York and Washington DC.

In 1995, he moved to Mystic, Connecticut and became a staff director / editor at Sonalysts Studios Inc. For eleven years his contributions to the studio had been instrumental in the development and creation of various regional commercials, music videos, corporate projects, government media, and a wide assortment of broadcast documentaries for NBC, ESPN, The Discovery Channel, and The History Channel.

In January of 2007, Alec founded Firesite Films LLC. He currently has various stories in development whose characters interact with prominent events in history. His goal is to produce quality crafted films that not only entertain family audiences, but inspire them to research historic events.

Following his motto of "living is giving & giving is living,  Alec spends his spare time sharing his passion for cinematic storytelling with others. He has taught various aspects of film production at several local colleges including Mitchell College, Connecticut College, and the Connecticut School of Broadcasting. 

In March of 2008, Alec became one of the Founders and is still the current President of Southeastern Connecticut Filmmakers (SECTFILM), an organization that promotes quality filmmaking in Southern New England.
Larry Meistrich

In 1990, at the age of 24, Larry Meistrich, with just $7,000, founded The Shooting Gallery (TSG). In his triple role as Founder, Chairman of the Board, and Executive Officer of TSG, Meistrich was hands-on producer and an integral part of the production of roughly 100 films, commercials and music videos including the Academy Award-winning "Sling Blade" and the Academy Award nominated "You Can Count on Me". Meistrich made industry history when Thornton's "Sling Blade" was purchased by Miramax for a price that broke all previous sale records in independent film. 

Meistrich's other well-known films include Cannes winner "Henry Fool," Clive Owen's breakout film "Croupier," and "Belly." His pictures have won the gamut of international awards including the Academy's Oscar and include Golden Globes, SAG Award, DGA Award, Top Five category awards at Cannes, Sundance, Berlin. Actors and directors Meistrich has produced include Al Pacino, Laurence Fishburne, Spike Lee and Billy Bob Thornton. 

Meistrich was also the founder and CEO of Film Movement, a groundbreaking DVD-of-the-month club that releases films in theaters and on DVD at the same time. By creating a new distribution model, Meistrich provided audiences everywhere access to award-winning films that usually only play in select markets like Los Angeles and New York. He received the 1998 Crain's Small Business Award and the 1999 Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award in New York. He received "The Maverick Award" at the 10th Annual Choltrudis Society Awards in Boston. He currently serves on the board of the New York Production Council. He graduated Johns Hopkins University with a B.A.

Doug Schwab

Doug Schwab, Founder and President of Maverick Entertainment was born and raised in New Orleans . He has established himself as one of the leading forces in the world of home video distribution and production. Maverick Entertainment got its start as a leader in the creation, promotion, and distribution of Urban and Latino-Themed films. With a commitment to the highest standard of home entertainment Maverick has expanded its distribution to six specialty labels including Maverick Platinum, Maverick Urban, Maverick Latino, Desire, Creep FX and Maverick Spirit.
Schwab launched Maverick Entertainment in 1997 and has distributed more than 500 straight-to-video feature films since then. He used the expertise — and movie-industry contacts — he gained as a Blockbuster buyer to start his current distribution company.
A 31-year veteran of the home video business and with more than 13 years experience as the owner and founder of Maverick Entertainment Group, Schwab has an unmatched ability to recognize what works. In fact, around his circle he is considered the best at doing so. Doug is a master at putting deals together and excels at positioning the talent and running the show. Today his contacts and relationships remain part of the company's moral fiber.
Continually building upon his successful track record, Schwab launched Maverick Global, an international sales division, at the 2005 American Film Market. Most recently, Schwab spearheaded the development of Maverick Platinum; the company's premium domestic label that features films with world audience flavor and more star power. The Maverick Platinum label appeals to both the global and domestic marketplace. 
Melissa Mackenzie

Melissa Mackenzie holds the position of Senior Vice President Worldwide Marketing. She is responsible for leading the marketing efforts of Maverick Entertainment Group (MEG); working closely with the senior management team to develop marketing strategies and managing the successful execution of those plans. MS. Mackenzie oversees all marketing efforts from creative concept to market rollout for both the domestic and global divisions of the company. In addition, Ms. Mackenzie promotes brand creation for Maverick Entertainment Group as a premier distributor of independent cinema by generating trade name recognition at all major domestic and international film markets and industry trade shows.

Prior to joining Maverick Entertainment Group, Ms. Mackenzie owned and operated InStyle, a graphic arts design firm. Ms. Mackenzie also held the corporate position of Operations Field Analyst at Blockbuster Entertainment Group.

Ms. Mackenzie received a BA degree in Advertising and Public Relations from Florida Southern University.

8pm:
Deena Merlen, Esq

Deena R. Merlen is a partner at the law firm of Reavis Parent Lehrer LLP (IMDB).  She is a graduate of Oberlin College (B.A., 1984) and New York Law School (J.D., summa cum laude, 1996), where she was ranked first in her graduating class, was an Editor of the New York Law School Law Review, and was a recipient of the Outstanding Editor Award, several American Jurisprudence Awards, the Trustees’ Prize and a merit scholarship.  After law school, Ms. Merlen was law clerk to Hon. Roger J. Miner of the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.  Ms. Merlen’s practice areas include media and entertainment law, employment law, intellectual property and commercial transactions.  She has particular expertise in the counseling of filmmakers, artists, writers, record companies, recording artists, producers, agents, managers and other businesses and individuals in every aspect of the entertainment industry, including music, film, television, theatre, interactive media, mobile, publishing, merchandising, digital media, sponsorship, copyright, trademark, licensing, employment, company formation, commercial transactions and more.  Ms. Merlen has extensive business experience in the performing arts and entertainment industry, in which she worked for nearly a decade prior to commencing her law practice.  Ms. Merlen is a member of the Intellectual Property Law Section and the Entertainment, Art and Sports Law Section of the New York State Bar Association, and is admitted to practice in Connecticut and New York . 

Artigo/Ajemian Films 
Artigo/Ajemian Films is an award winning production company based in Masaschusetts.  Jon Artigo and Andrea Ajemian formed AA Films after collaborating on numerous projects.  Their films have won awards at prestigious film festivals including: The Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival, The Big Bear Lake International Film Festival, The Marco Island International Film Festival, The New England Film and Video Festival, The Woods Hole Film Festival, and more.  Having worked together for almost ten years, they’ve consistently guided their feature films from development through distribution.  With successful limited theatrical runs for award winning feature films Still Green, Freedom Park, and Rutland, USA, they just premiered their latest feature "BoyBand: Breakin' Through in '82," starring  Robert Hoffman (Step Up 2, She’s the Man), Michael Copon (One Tree Hill, Bring It On), and Ryan Hansen (Party Down, Veronica Mars).  "BoyBand" had the 3rd highest grossing per screen average in the country it's opening weekend this past June.    

In addition to award winning short films, television pilots, and online web series, Jon and Andrea’s passions lie in bringing Hollywood and local talent together to make quality projects, as well as increase the experience level and talent base in the communities that they work in.   Over 20 local actors became eligible to join the Screen Actors Guild due to being cast in BoyBand.  In addition, their 1st Assistant Director, who began as an intern, went on to be accepted to the prestigious D.G.A.'s Assistant Director Trainee Program, which is highly selective, based on her experience with AA Films.  With offices in Los Angeles and Worcester, Massachusetts, they have expanded their team to include multi-platinum Music Producer Kaz Gamble, among others.  Artigo/Ajemian Films has multiple projects in development, and according to Imagine Magazine “This group of filmmakers could do for Massachusetts what the Farrelly Brothers did for Rhode Island.”

Andrea Ajemian 
A multiple award-winning producer, Andrea has over ten years of corporate, management, and production experience.  She has produced four feature films, which she has raised over $1,000,000 for.   Along with editing a number of her films, she’s also produced numerous short films, as well as the episodic online travel series Worcester Love, which has been honored multiple times by You Tube.  She made her directorial debut with her road trip documentary film The Green House Girls, is a member of the Screen Actors Guild, studied improvisation at The Groundlings in Los Angeles, and received a B.A. in Public Relations from Elmira College.  Andrea has been hired to Line Produce two feature films this year with other production companies.  In the last few months she has had speaking engagements as the keynote speaker at Lunenberg High School's Career Day, the featured presenter at the Society for Professional Communicators, and at various acting schools.  She is often invited to speak on panels at film festivals, and consults frequently for first time feature filmmakers.  Andrea is an Entrepreneur in Residence at Clark University, and was profiled in the summer of 2009 by the Boston Globe Sunday Magazine.

Jon Artigo   
With over fifteen years experience in the film and television industry, Jon serves on the advisory board for the American Screenwriters Association, and has written and directed numerous award winning feature films, television pilots, and short films.  His feature film credits include: Writer/Producer of Rutland, USA, Writer/Co-Director of Freedom Park, Director of Still Green, and Writer/Director of BoyBand.  Jon, whose work has been featured at the HBO Comedy Arts Festival, ran a popular improv comedy school in Hollywood, studied at the acclaimed Improv Olympic in Chicago, and received a B.A in Communications from San Francisco State University.   Jon currently teaches film and video production at The Los Angeles County High School for the Arts, the premier arts high school in Los Angeles, and is an Apple Certified Instructor.  He has numerous completed screenplays awaiting production.

Kaz Gamble 
A multi-platinum Music Producer, Kaz was signed to Reprise/Warner Bros. Records as a member of the hip-hop group Bad Ronald, whose song Let’s Begin received heavy radio play and was featured on MTV’s TRL in 2001.  His dance-pop duo Cooler Kids, signed to DreamWorks, garnered two Top 10 Billboard dance singles and an international tour. He received a double platinum record for the song All Around the World featured on The Lizzie McGuire soundtrack in 2003, and his darker version of Cooler Kids, boygirL, received critical acclaim.  Gamble has written and produced songs that have been featured on TV shows and in movies, including Orange County, Uptown Girl, and The OC.  His  electro-soul duo Gamble & Burke is currently on the iTunes charts with their E.P. for the song "Let's Go Together" being released by hip French label Kistune.  Gamble wrote and produced over 20 original songs for the film BoyBand.  Aside from music, Kaz recently wrote and directed the award-nominated documentary short film , My Brother Tom and he co-produces/hosts the online travel series Worcester Love.  Kaz  received a B.F.A. in Film from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, and is currently producing a number of local artists.

Cristina Bauer 
With a background in studio art and art history, Cristina worked for years in exhibit design and curatorial research for museums, including The Metropolitan Museum of Art in NYC, and the U.S. Presidential Museum as well as The Higgins Armory Museum, both in Worcester, Massachusetts.  She transitioned to film in 2004, studying film production at Boston University's Center for Digital Imaging Arts, where she received a graduate certificate in film.   She has since worked on a number of feature films as a Production Designer and Art Director.  In addition to being the Art Director on BoyBand, Bauer designed both the aafilms.com and boybandmovie.com websites, as well as the poster artwork for the film.  Cristina received a B.A. in art history from Providence College and studied art history in the Ph.D. program at Rutgers University.  She begins a job this fall in the art department for the ABC series Body of Proof, currently shooting in Providence, Rhode Island.

Jennifer Tremblay
Jennifer has designed costumes for such plays as William Shakespeare’s “As You Like It,” and Theresa Rebeck’s “Bad Dates.”  She was a costume intern for Rebecca Miller’s film “Private Lives Of Pippa Lee,” starring Keanu Reeves, Winona Ryder,and Blake Lively. She has extensive experience in all aspects of design and production including sketching, styling, sewing, pattern drafting, draping, and tailoring. Her bridal designs are one of a kind as she takes inspiration from the bride’s personality and constructs a custom wedding dress from scratch using the bride’s measurements. Jennifer was the Costume Designer on BoyBand, designing period costumes from the early 1980s for over 20 major characters.  She was also responsible for clothing the hundreds of extras featured in the film.  Tremblay has a BS in Fashion Design from Lasell College and an MFA in Costume Design and Technology from Brandeis University. 
Kevin P. Brown
Kevin is currently the Post-Production Assistant Manager at the prestigious Maine Media Workshops in Rockport, Maine.  He's a graduate of Clark University, and while a student, he interned with Artigo/Ajemian Films.  Following his graduation in May of 2008, he was hired to be the Assembly Editor for BoyBand, with the responsibility of logging, capturing, and putting together a rough cut of the film.  He also designed the opening and ending credits sequences.  In addition to freelance editing gigs, Kevin produces short films, having just participated in the Maine 48 hour Film Project.  

9pm:
Brian Ellsworth

Brian Ellsworth has been an actor of film and stage for eighteen years.    A member of the Screen Actors Guild for twelve years, he has appeared in over eighty film and television projects and 35 theatrical productions.   Highlights of his career include the US premiere of the stage adaptation of Charles Dickens' "David Copperfield", the television series "Brotherhood" and what he considers the pinnacle, "The Curse of Micah Rood" by Sectfilms.   

Brian has previously moderated at the FIM in addition to such film festivals such as Silk City and Southeast New England Film, Arts and Music.   He is happy to repeat this experience with FIM one more time.
Gary Fierro

Gary Fierro (director/producer) is a local independent filmmaker from central Connecticut and founder of Road Work Pictures.  Since middle school Gary has had a passion for the craft of storytelling.  So, making movies was the best way possible to bring his stories to life. As an independent filmmaker Gary has shot several short films, which have been chosen at film festivals around the world.  He has just recently finished his first comedy feature film “Ditch” and is entering pre-production soon on his latest short film “Firefly Jar”.  Roadworkpictures.com
Aaron Vnuk

Aaron Vnuk is the President of Legion Films, an independent motion picture production company that specializes in the genres of horror, science-fiction, thriller and fantasy.  Legion Films was established in 2000 and has produced five short-subject films and three feature-length films.  Aaron served as Executive Producer on all projects.  The company has just completed principal photography on their fourth feature film, The Demon of Lataran, that is expected to be released during the winter of 2010.
Reno Venturi

Reno Venturi is a Director, Casting Director, Actor, Vocalist and Acting Coach who has many stage credits to his name. Award-winning shows Reno has directed include Gypsy, Cabaret, Nuts and Brighton Beach Memoirs, to name a few. His performances include productions of Man of La Mancha, The Fantasticks,"1940's Radio Show" and The Diaries of Adam and Eve shown in venues throughout California, Missouri, Boston, Maine and New York. In addition to Reno's stage credits, he has many acting & directing credits including national commercials, TV, films and Indie project films at the Sundance Film Festival. He has taught acting for the High Desert Talent Agency, Yale University, Sacred Heart University, New England Academy of Theatre (NEAT), as well as for schools and colleges in California, Connecticut & New York. Reno has directed & Produced the "Short & NEAT One-Act Play Festival" , which is a staple of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas, since 2000. Previously the Artistic Managing Director of the New England Academy of Theatre, he now owns and operates his own acting, producing & casting company, the Actors Gym located at Tripeg Movie Studios where Reno is VP of Talent and Promotion. Most recently Reno has been responsible for finding acting jobs for aspiring new talent and has a very successful show he directed on tour now, "Nipples To The Wind." Reno currently has several actors working on and off Broadway and films & commercials both national and regional.
Matt Giovannucci

Matt is a Producer on feature films. His latest work has been on the two Connecticut-based independent feature films DITCH and SENSORY PERCEPTION, both currently in post-production. He also produced the short film THE SILVER KEY, based on an H.P. Lovecraft short story.  Matt is currently working on the feature film Rising Star with Marty Lang & the Short "Firefly Jar" with Gary Fierro.

Matt holds a certificate in Directing from the Maine Media Workshops & College, and he is a 2008 graduate of the Connecticut Film Industry Training Program, training in Production Management. He also holds a B.A. in Media Production / Communications from Quinnipiac University
